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Background. During respiratory viral infection, face masks are thought to
prevent transmission (1). Whether face masks worn by patients with
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) prevent contamination of the

environment is uncertain (2, 3). A previous study reported that surgical
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Table. SARS-CoV-2 Viral Load in Patient Samples, Petri Dishes, and Mask Surfaces

Table. SARS.CoV.-2 Viral Load in Patient Samples, Potri Dishes, and Mask Surfaces

Chasacteristic Patient 1 Patient 2 Patient 3 Patient 4
(Hospital A)  (Hospital A) (Hospital B) (Hospital B)
Age, y 6 62 35 &2
S Mo Femaie Male Female
Preumonia Upper rospiratory infoction  Upper respiaatory ifection  Preumonia with ARDS
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Discussion.: Neither surgical nor cotton masks effectively filtered SARS-CoV-
2 during coughs by infected patients. Prior evidence that surgical masks
effectively filtered influenza virus (1) informed recommendations that
patients with confirmed or suspected COVID-19 should wear face masks to

prevent.fransmission (2). However, the size and concentrations of SARS-




